[Len] welcome to another edition of lens burning bush i am len Harvey before i bring on my guest for the week i want to talk about
 
what's really burning my bush now have you ever needed to sell anything it is just an exhausting process
 
now of course in the old days it was even worse if you had to sell something you listed in the newspaper classifieds
 
for those of you that don't understand a newspaper i'll have to explain that on another show if you don't know what a
 
newspaper is but anyway slowly but surely we started to move to craigslist but today
 
it's even easier now you can take pictures and you can just list it on facebook marketplace
 
which is actually a cool feature if you want to sell a car lawn equipment or anything else for that matter bikes
 
as good as it is to get your crap sold it's also a curse of endless people with the questions is
 
it still available well of course it's available i am just listing it to mess with you no it is not available
 
what do you think if it still says available why are you asking me this the countless questions on something
 
that is listed for cheap just to get rid of so the reason i bring this up last week i
 
decided to list an older riding mower that i had for two hundred dollars
 
now it was in decent shape but it needed some work and uh it worked it cut and i said that and
 
it generated a lot of interest but even though i put it cuts and it's operational
 
you wouldn't believe how many questions i got on this $200 lawnmower at one point
 
somebody asked me you know what what's wrong what's this and that and i said it's not perfect and if it was i'd be
 
selling it for 500 instead of 200. now i eventually sold it but getting people to commit to a time
 
to come is another chore in the whole process because they they they set a time to come and then they
 
don't come and then you ask them what happened they're like oh i i forgot or i'll be there tomorrow and it's just an
 
annoying and they finally decided to come but i had even people would say
 
would you take one hundred dollars no i listed it for 200 why would i take it for a hundred
 
dollars you know i guess you don't get anything in life unless you ask you got to try anything right at
 
this point with that being said it's time to bring on my guest for the week she is a trumpeter
 
vocalist songwriter entertainment entertainer extraordinaire she has a new record out corona
 
you make me sick please welcome lady j houston to lens burning bush lady jay it is a
 
pleasure to meet you today
[Lady J]wow that was a beautiful introduction uh
 
you almost sounded like you were singing a song okay so thank you for having me
[Len] well i appreciate i don't sing as well as you
 
but i do try you know i do every once in a while i'll get up and do a little karaoke but i i don't have the pipes that you do
 
[Lady J Houston] okay yeah you got a different set of pipes you speak well
 
[Len] well thank you i appreciate that after
 
so many years of doing this i think i i have that but everybody always says you know it's kind of funny the people that didn't know
 
that i did some radio in the day would say man you sound so professional i'm like well that's i guess that's a a
 
good compliment right but yeah
 i've done it a few times
[Lady J] right
you sound you sound so so professional so this is you have this
 
new record out which corona you make me sick which i listen to it it's fantastic by the way and uh this whole
[lady J] aw thank you very much
[Len] you're welcome and and
 
you know what's interesting is with this whole pandemic everything has just been crazy right you got people um you can't go places
 
and now finally we're going places it seems like we went back and everything's in it seems to be good again
 
you know they're saying oh you don't have to wear a mask if you're vaccinated and this and that i don't know what it's like in in the st louis area but i know in
 
kentucky they've uh started now where they're putting up signs that says if you have been vaccinated you don't have to wear the mask but if you want to
 
wear the mask you can is that kind of the same thing in in st louis area
[Lady J] i'm not i'm not seeing signs
 
uh but it's uh you know we're following those same rules uh the thing is most people are
 
apprehensive to take their mask off because they don't trust the people with the mask off
 
if they're really vaccinated so that's the issue
[Len] yeah no i agree with
 
you what i find interesting is a lot of people i don't know if you've noticed this on social media but it's been driving me crazy for a long
 
time where you see people taking pictures of themselves with the mask on i don't need to i know you wear the mask
 
i don't need to see you wearing the mask right to prove that you're actually doing it or they'll they'll always have to throw
 
in a little bit of a dig uh on their post by saying oh i went to this place last i went to the movies for
 
the first time most people weren't wearing their mask and then blah blah blah they'll say but i sipped through a straw with my
 
mask on like just just to give you that indication that they wore their mask right
 
[Lady J] oh they're being obedient let them let them go ahead and have it okay and then sometimes you're taking
 
pictures with strangers and so you have your mask on you don't want to expose yourself
[Len] true true
[Lady J] so just you know keep in mind
 
 i understand and i'm not trying to be mean i wear the
 
mask i do it i just don't need to tell people i wear it right that's the that's that's the thing now you you have done a lot of music you've
 
toured with uh blues legend albert king uh why don't you talk a little bit about that because
 
that's that's some exciting stuff for everybody
{Lady J] yes i was uh about 18 years old i
 
had gone to college university of kansas and a financial situation was rough so i
 
took a hiatus came home and boohoo and i don't know what was going to happen with my life and my mother her name is louise houston
 
is a wonderful singer and sings here in saint louis and mover in the shaker so she took me to a jam well a gig with this gentleman
 
named david hines and forced me on stage so she was a little bit of a stage
 
 
mother when i was apprehensive sometimes i would just run up there and sometimes i was nervous so i uh sat in with his show he then
 
asked me to be part of this casa conservatory school for the arts
 
and a gentleman named prince wells was uh playing trumpet and then he had been with albert and was
 
going to stop playing i went on an audition with a frank dunbar who happens to be in
 
my band right now this is many many moons later he auditioned me
 
uh he i got the job because you know i got music scholarships and everything so i knew how to play uh
 
so first time i meet albert is when we're getting ready to go on the road he pulls up in this big bus
 
and says oh you're the girl going to be playing with us huh you know it's like oh yeah i'm the girl
 
okay he never said girl i'm a girl okay and so there i went and uh
 
one of the first places we played where uh was kansas city and the saxophonist wasn't on stage when
 
he was supposed to be at the beginning of the show and then we spot him uh in the middle of a brawl because he
 
was dancing with a a woman whose husband came in the room a few minutes later
 
and i'm like wow okay there's a fight going on but do we continue to play
 
okay we continue to play [Laughter]so uh that that same gentleman a
 
month later one time albert didn't have the money right there 7.28……….. really good getting the money from the
 
uh the venue etc but he gave this place that he was very fond and friendly with a little
 
leniency and given the money and that guy did not like that and
 
he had a gun in his uh uh horn case and well albert kept a gun on him all
 
the time and he actually had a sheriff's card from someplace in arkansas so uh oh yeah so abby said really
 
and then albert pulled his gun out and this is all new to me and um and
 
one of those guys guns fell and slid over to my feet and i'm i'm in you know terror i'm
 
terrorized uh but they settled the dispute but that gentleman didn't play much longer with
 
albert uh albert did uh he had some odd characteristics about himself uh one time there was a guy on the bus
 
plays trombone and he just had a body odor issue
[Len]uh
 
[Len]that's not good
and yeah albert got tired of it and uh kicked him off the bus uh on the
 
on the freeway uh some strand he was stranded he just said get off my bus i can't
 
i and you smell [Laughter]
[Len] wow i i that's that's that's very
 
interesting you know to do it i i don't think i would have put it that way but that you know you smell that that's interesting
 
get off the
[Lady J] yeah yeah get off the bus and you know and then playing on huge
 
shows with uh we partnered a lot with bobby blue bland and bb king and uh i was i was able to meet
 
uh you know i'm mad that i didn't have a cell phone in those days but not not just a cell phone i didn't
 
have enough sense to take pictures with muddy waters and john lee hooker you know we i'm on i'm on gigs with these
 
people and i would just sit there and all looking at them i knew they were legends but i didn't have enough i'm just so mad
 
at myself for not carrying a camera
[Len] well you know what's funny is i had this conversation about a week or two ago in one of the episodes and we
 
talked about the fact that you have so much at your fingertips now with the cell phones and the cameras but i actually think we
 
almost take too many pictures with the cell phone but i'm like you i i didn't take a lot of pictures
 
growing up and i didn't there's a lot of things that i remember in my mind but i don't i don't have the actual
 
evidence and that's you know you'll always have those memories but it would have been nice if you took a little bit
 
of you know that would have been good for the selfie right you would have just everybody together
[Lady J]yeah yeah i mean
 
check me out with mighty waters Johnny hook and you know uh willie Dixon you know these are you know long gone legends who
 
created what we are doing today in the blue so yeah I’m mad at myself and it really
 
didn't dawn on me until near my my last show and then i asked my cousin to come take pictures uh
 
From [Laughter] my last my last official show but i continued to play with Albert off
 
and on uh when he came to DC that's where i moved and went to Howard university and that's
 
a majored in music theory and composition but what he liked about me is that i knew how to write music too and uh
 
so i decided to start writing out his charts because he kept firing people
 
and i got tired of teaching them you know it takes a little longer if you got to learn without music and so i just started writing it
 
out so then i became his music director
[Len] wow some interesting stuff going on now one of the things i read
 
about you is that you are you won a lot of awards but your reign as the las Vegas
 
queen of the blues that that's ….
[Lady J] yes I do
[Len]Ooh wow that that's amazing now that you
 
have proof of there's proof of that right
[Lady J]i have that yeah i had i had a wonderful manager uh uh
 
zee lipsky who loved taking pictures uh you know had was you know photographer and did all
 
kinds of things so we took a ton of pictures so yes every award i would get there was a picture to go
 
along with it and so as he was instrumental in helping me uh through the las Vegas scene because
 
you know i moved there i didn't know anybody and then a couple of years later i met z and there we went and it was a
 
you know we did America’s got talent uh all kinds of things um great great
 
experience in las Vegas and i still miss las Vegas and um i'm i'm looking forward to going
 
back uh in September for the big blues bender i uh i was uh wasn't able to get on the
 
on the full building but i will be playing there at some of the events so i'm excited
[len]when is that because i'm
 
going to be in Vegas i think the 17th of September through the 22nd
 
[Lady J]oh that is no you're going to miss it uh i don't have the dates on top of my head but it's it's oh
 
September 10 through 12th
[Len] oh
[Lady J] and so yeah so the las Vegas blue society is going
 
to be hosting uh one of their famous jams and uh we're gonna to coordinate that to make
 
sure i get all my people down there and so hey my Vegas peeps i'm coming get
 
ready  [Laughter]
[Len]i love it come and get ready now this whole uh pandemic has hurt the music industry
 
a lot it's also the server industry but the music industry in particular because you know you're used to performing on a
 
regular basis so the fact that you had to wait you know a long time before you could start doing again how was that
 
like during the time you couldn't perform
[Lady J]oh that was one of the darkest times of
 
my life uh there was a combination of things going on uh since i wasn't performing i i was had
 
been a chicken about getting my left hip replaced so uh this nurse i was visiting where
 
she said you know you need to go ahead and get this because now you have time to recover and uh
 
so i did that and uh when it first started coming through i had an
 
entertainer friend that was living in japan and she says you all need to get ready and i was saying ready
 
and she was taking videos of when i was going to the grocery store with uh like in a you know a
 
spacesuit and i was like what are we getting ready for you know it was frightening seeing this
 
and i so i started getting ready and my doctor told me because i had some uh
 
immune issues that if i were to go out i could likely die or become severely ill so stay in the
 
house so when it you know i couldn't go anywhere people were shopping for me and doing
 
everything and so i then um started to uh do some live streaming uh
 
to get at least a feel of my music and before the weather gotten cold here i would perform in in
 
my uh sun room and people would sit outside on my patio and so you started to have to find
 
creative ways to deliver your music because it's it's it's devastating to the soul when you
 
can't get it out
[Len] yeah you know i i talked about that's the kind of the reason i started the
 
podcast was uh you know for this reason as well you know because i you know needed something to do right
 
just just something during the pandemic to do so it um its certainly helps to do this it's
 
therapeutical and and you are um by taking care of your health that's also
 
good too so some good things come of those bad things right
[Len]right well i had a cousin who uh
 
was having issues in uh march and they weren't uh taking it serious enough
 
uh i feel well there was no doubt in his case uh they were saying oh you probably got
a sinus infection or you probably got to this and he could not even get tested you
 
know this was going on and um well he uh ended up going to
 
the emergency room uh was was uh intubated uh never knew he had
 
the disease and died a week later
[Len] that’s awful
[Lady J] so that really infuriated me to no end and then
 
i had started doing research and i was saying find out what drugs they're giving him and lord lord behold they had given him  
that hydroxychloroquine and uh but they wouldn't give him remdesivir
 
they wouldn't let his wife uh do a test because she wasn't ill maybe she had built up antibodies and you know i said
 
you know try to get her to donate some plasma but they wouldn't even take it you know so i really got infuriated
 
about all of that and so it made me you know move forward to try to be an advocate for people who
 
aren't being recognized the way they should have been and help educate because i was doing a lot of studying so i created this group called
 
black corona lives matter on facebook and um it's it's been a great outlet
 
of sharing information discovery uh sometimes fighting with people
because they did not uh believe in a vaccine and to this day some people don't believe in the vaccine
 
but i be i was you know nervous about it in the beginning too but i i study i don't study just one
 
news source i go to medical sources and you know different sciences and and
 
that's when i became more comfortable with go ahead and trying it and uh so things are coming back because
 
of those of us who have gotten took the bravery to go ahead and do it out you know being
 
it was new in some aspects but not all aspects and uh so we all happy to be coming back and
 
i'm just we're not enough uh enough of us are not vaccinated and i just want to encourage that
 
uh that's part of my heartfelt mission is to uh help us get over this pandemic
 
you know one person at a time and so i've been on the associated press i've been on uh CBS news
 
um and i did a psa for mercy hospital and they mixed in my video with corona
 
you make me sick and they pick sections where i'm bumping and grinding and i'm like i can't believe a hospital would pick some of
 
those spots [Laughter] for the commercials and i was like this is hilarious so you
 
know check that out too everybody that's listening mercy hospital
[Len]mercy hospital now you mentioned about
 
the vaccine and i i wound up getting vaccinated so i'm i'm good now uh the state of ohio
 
though is doing something i don't know if they're doing it in missouri but they held a lottery for vaccinated people
 
that gave a million dollars to somebody um and they're also trying to give
 
scholarships and different things to get people hey get vaccinated
 
it's a good thing i i wanted to get back to doing stuff so i went ahead and uh got vaccinated and i
 
agree with you i think that if we gonna we're gonna beat this vaccination helps
 
[Lady J]yeah it's it's the stats already showing that there was it's just nothing better for us right now you know
 
nobody wants to get vaccinated in this manner but this is the only thing we have now to
 
get us back to life so yeah i don't blame those states uh we don't have anything i mean
 
in missouri it took us forever to be able to even get the vaccine you know most people had to drive 200 miles out to you know to rural
 
areas it was a mess but uh now you can do the walk-ins and just go just
 
about anywhere and get it taken care of so please people just go ahead and do it so help us get that uh
 
you know herd immunity we may not get there 100 percent with coronavirus uh uh 19:13 ……..2 it may never leave
 
you know uh it's a it's a mysterious virus and it's powerful
[Len]yeah oh absolutely and you know you talk
 
about music and and getting back a florida concert promoter has kind of taken your idea about getting people
 
vaccinated and they're charging uh people $18 for tickets for people that
 
are vaccinated listen to this they're charging them a thousand dollars for people that are not
 
so they're trying to [Laughter]
[Lady J ]or basically don't even come in this
 
joint okay
[Len]pretty much, cuz I don’t think anybody
[lady J]yeah some places are having the vaccines
 
on site at uh venues that they want if you want to get in you've got to you know show proof of
 
being negative or you have your vaccine card and so i i the only problem is for people who  
are not able to get the vaccine uh they should not be you know jeopardized from that so
 
that's the only glitch in this when you're not going to be able to participate in things is if you have
 
a medical condition and you can't get the vaccine
[Len] right exactly there's got to be some kind of stipulation but paul williams of
 
leadfoot productions came up with the idea while brainstorming how to book the concert in a quick efficiency way that's
 
according to local tv station wfts out in florida with vaccines becoming widely available for
 
people in the cdc and in florida getting vaccinated but still what's interesting lady j is that
 
no one has paid the 999 or thousand dollar price tag so far so he's got no tickets sold at that
[Lady J]i don't
 
expect him to
[Len]yeah and i think he realizes
[Lady J]they're gonna set that concert out
[Len]yeah
exactly and in midst of all this i
 
had an episode last week we talked about uh the cicadas coming have you seen any cicadas
 
yeah well
[Lady J]i don't want to
[Len]no i agree with you [Laughter] and and they've been in dc and pennsylvania west virginia new
 
york georgia um they're swarming but there's people apparently they're foodies out there
 
that are
[Lady J] Right  
working
[Lady J]making cookies with12:16 ……..
[Len]yeah  i'm not eating a cicada are you i
mean i i know people that eat grasshopper and stuff but i'm not eating a cicada
[Lady J ]i don't even
want a grasshopper
[Len] okay i agree with you i just don't understand why everybody's got like they have these
corona virus i'm not corona virus but listen to me they've got these uh cicada parties and all the stuff that they're having
21.39  i just don't want to be bothered with that stuff we haven't seen………..
[Lady J] no scientific study of the process what
they're doing and everything that's interesting i find them creepy to look at i mean they have a right to
 
look the way they do i i shouldn't uh be prejudiced against their their looks or anything but uh i i couldn't imagine i i just
 
don't i don't eat uh insects so um and certain meats and things i don't eat either so
 
anybody that wants to have fun with them you know more power to you
[Len]yeah they say insects along with
 
smaller animals like chicken or seafood plant-based proteins all play a role not only for nutritional needs but
 
treating uh trending more likely lightly on the planet but i'm not eating a cicada i don't care um
 
i'm setting my ways there that's that's not happening
[Lady J]yes
 22:28 [Len]so you're…………..
[Len]so your new song corona you make me sick you're you know you've got uh experience with
 
people unfortunately dying of coronavirus you came up with this song how did that happen
 
[Lady J]the uh national blues museum uh put out a call for a songwriting contest for
 
uh to talk about the experience and i submitted my song
 
for that and i i won the competition and uh i i my my footage
 
uh was was terrible i my i was starting on my tablet it died
 
then i went to my cell phone and then i had to splice it together and it's two looking different looking
 
things but the response was fantastic and i'm like okay i might
 
have something going on here and then i did recorded it in my
 
keyboard with just me playing all the parts and then the keep live alive st
 
louis uh i was a part of that event to help raise funds for the
 
entertainment industry at whole and uh they they loved it first they asked me to sing america the beautiful
 
and i said okay and i said do you have time for this other song and i sent it to them they said
 
skip america the beautiful we want you to do that song and i was so inquired i said okay i
 
might have something going on here so let me go ahead and go in the studio with this
 
and uh a gentleman uh helped finance it because i probably still wouldn't have it out there without his help and
 
so uh we we did it and it was uh done at uh paul niehaus studio
 
here in uh uh st louis uh and i had some of the best musicians on there
 
and that's why it sounds so good and then we made a video uh i recruited uh my assistant altheria
 
and some other friends to dance with it and so
 
we put a video together we did the studio thing and we got voila there it is
[Len]well
 
i would like on this show if we can get just a few even if you don't want to do the whole song i know it's acapella
 
but i would love for you to do a little bit for people to get an understanding but how can they get this song first before
 
you give them a little tease give them a little tease before they give them the but how can you get it
 
[Lady J]you can get it through all the streaming networks i went through cd baby so uh itunes
 
amazon uh you can listen through spotify pandora so it's it's everywhere for
 
downloading i just got the physical cds in i'm still trying to figure out how to
 
get those mailed out because uh i'm only selling the cd for five
 
dollars the downloads are 99 cents and it has a beautiful graphics
 
on the inside and outside uh that people don't normally even see these days so um the the postage for the mailing of
 
them is a challenge right now it's almost costing the same as the the cd so uh but i'll be uh store
 
they'll be at the stores here at the vintage vinyl uh and then of course if you see me at a
 
show come to a show i will autograph it on the spot and you know take care of it right then so i
 
will i keep them on hand
[Len]yeah i'm gonna um i'm going to put the link in the in the
description of the episode i'll put the link on lensburning bush uh podcast page we'll have it all
 
over so you can uh get it on your website and yeah we'll we'll have we'll have all of that but
 
you know i would uh be remissed if i didn't ask you to sing so i have to at least ask
 
will you will you honor our presence
[Lady J]okay its early in the morning
[Len]yeah i understand
[Lady J]early in the morning people
[Len] I know but  
let me just say and it's probably the quality of the audio is gonna be a little bit less than normal but her voice is so good so let's let's hear a little bit
corona you make me sick
[Lady J] see he's still singing a song i think
 
that's a good thing
26:43[Singing]
[Len]
wow and that was early in the morning on a
 
facebook video chat and that was tremendous can you imagine seeing her in person doing corona you make me sick
 
i love it i'm just i'm excited that it's early in the morning right we're excited to hear corona you make me sick it
 
is available uh now on all of the streaming devices and you can get it on her website lady j
 
give out your website will you
[Lady J]that is lady j houston
 
dot-com and like i said also advantage vinyl records
 
here in st louis and uh at all my concerts i will have them on
 
hand and i can give you a few of those dates if you got time
[Len]oh we got we got time go right ahead
 
[Lady J]okay so the national blues museum is celebrating juneteenth uh that's so that's on june 19th uh
 
my band will be there from 5 p.m to 6 30. the whole event is from 11 30 to 8
30. i hope everyone comes out and support that i'll be the uh at the blues cruise at the arch this is a huge event
 
i'm so happy to be on that lineup that is on june 24th 8 pm to 11 p.m you can go on
 
their website as well as mine i'll have links to get tickets for that 21 and over only
 
we'll be doing some craziness there because it'll only be grown folks okay so uh i'm back at the blues museum
 
july 31st uh virtual show at blues at the arch august 6
 
6 p.m to 7 p.m then the blues museum again august 28th uh the big blues bender i'm  
jamming with you all down there in las vegas i'm heading down to the king biscuit blues festival in october and then
 
uh kdhx live our uh popular uh a radio station here i'll be
 
doing a uh streaming show with him with the band that'll be video uh 7 20 uh to 8 p.m
 
and then i'm also in the dragons drum and bugle corps and we're uh i'm i'm uh i play trumpet and
 
i'm on the board of directors and i'm a youth mentor so we're doing auditions on june 5th and
 
then we'll be playing all over the area and we are looking for youngsters that can play
 
and then a few spots for pros so come and join us
[Len] well this has been a treasure having you
 
on and i hope you'll do this again sometime after it sounds like you're back in full full
 
swing doing concerts which is great we love to have the music live music again
 
is uh gets me going because i enjoy it we go see some bands locally uh i mentioned to you off the
 
air we talked about the fact that uh dave black and joe mancuso and javier mendoza
 
all from the st louis area originally um they've been on the show
 
[Lady J] right great just entertainers yes and all of
 
these concerts are outdoors uh and safety measures are in force and so
 
uh there's no reason for you all to continue to sit at home get on out and uh scream and have some fun
[Leo]right
 
and listen to corona make me sick i like that so uh i'd be remiss to not mention that it
 
is memorial day weekend coming up and as we reflect on this memorial day we need to honor all the men and women servicemen who
 
lost their lives so thank you to all the men and women who have and continue to fight for our freedom
 
the original name for memorial day was remembrance day so let's now remember those who gave the
 
ultimate sacrifice on this memorial day
[Lady J] absolutely
[Len]you can like lens burning bush on
 
facebook at lensburning bush and follow at lensburning bush on twitter youtube channel is len harvey and you'll
 
this episode will get uploaded to youtube as well you can hear the audio on it itunes spotify google play pod
 
bean iheartradio tune in you can even ask alexa to play lens burning bush also on stitcher and
 
now pandora we are on as well we have some downloads outside the united states as well so
 
it's kind of interesting getting that but uh thank you so much for doing this lady jay it's been a pleasure uh to meet you today and
 
and we'll get you uh hopefully you'll get tons of downloads for your new song i i hope that's the case go go uh listen
 
to you well listen to uh corona make me sick thank you lady jay houston i'm len
 
harvey back with another episode of lens burning bush next week so long
 


