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Lady J Huston
Robert Nelson
Robert: 	Hi you're tuned in to Barrel House Legends with Robert Nelson from National 		Blues Museum live in downtown St Louis, with the legendary Lady J Huston. 		Welcome.
Lady J: 	Well, that's so kind of you.
[Laughter]
Lady J:		 It’s wonderful to be here and talking to you, Mr. Robert Nelson.
Robert: 	Wow! Well, the pleasure is mine. Tell me about, tell me about this horn we got 		here with us.
Lady J: 	Oh we're gonna start with the trumpet, huh?
Robert: 	Oh yeah. 
[Chuckles]
Robert: 	Tell me.
Lady J: 	Okay. Well, I was born and raised here in St Louis.
Robert: 	Very good 
Lady J: 	And I was attending Columbia grade school and my teacher John Jackson showed 		me the trumpet, I just held it in my hand, thought it was interesting, and then I 		moved on to the drums, so that's an interest that lasted [Chuckles] shortly. Then I 		saw a movie Ben Vereen portraying Louis Armstrong.
Robert: 	Oh yeah!
Lady J: 	And I just fell in love with that whole story and the instrument and started  		playing it around my freshman year of high school. 
Robert: 	Of high school.
Lady J: 	And since I've been playing drums, I knew how to read rhythm patterns and 		things and actually I had played the flutophone in grade school as well, so I know 		how to read music. So, I started an intermediate band.
Robert: 	Wow!
Lady J: 	And had to catch up in some areas but I ended up surpassing all the, it was all 		men sorry about that at the time.
[Laughter]
Robert: 	Oh don’t be sorry, I mean you know you rock, 
Lady J: 	Yeah
Robert: 	I mean you sound like you're just a natural and you just gravitated to music just 		like that and just being talented that you put it in your hands and the magic 		happens or not so much so?
Lady J: 	Well I put in a lot of work 
Robert: 	Right.
Lady J: 	But it was a natural attraction, I was born into music.
Robert: 	Tell me about that.
Lady J: 	Well my mother Loyse Pickens Huston is a fabulous singer, and she was doing 		R&B, and gospel, and jazz 
Robert: 	Here in St Louis? 
Lady J: 	In St Loius
Robert: 	Around. That’s around what time was she
Lady J: 	In the 1960s, she was in a traveling quartet
Robert: 	Yeah
Lady J: 	Group, and she sang, she went to Vashon High School
Robert: 	Okay
Lady J: 	Sang in the choir, and all of that, in a church and then moved on to the clubs, and 		she recorded a song when I was an infant in the early 60s and it charted here in St 		Louis. Her manager was Chick Finney 
Robert: 	Okay 
Lady J: 	And he wrote for The Argus newspaper, and he was an entertainment manager 		and things. And so, he helped her career.
Robert: 	Wow 	
Lady J: 	So I used to tag along with her.
Robert: 	And what was that like?
Lady J: 	I was just entranced by the whole experience. I would sit quietly in the corner, as 		she had her rehearsals and just, I was always just absorbing everything and then I 		was also dancing, I was dancing on shows with her. So that's how I actually 		started 	performing in clubs as a child.
Robert: 	That's extraordinary!
[Chuckles]
Robert:	I mean your mother is a legend.
Lady J: 	Mmh
Robert: 	You are sitting at her foot. 
Lady J: 	Yes
Robert: 	And watching her perform.
Lady J: 	Yeah 
Robert: 	She's recording, she's making it happen and you're taking all of this in. Did you 		know then that you would continue in that legacy, or did you think that this 		was just a short ride?
Lady J: 	No, it was I just thought it was second nature to me because I had been 				performing since forever.
Robert: 	Right.
Lady J: 	Yes, and then we have family reunions which have been going on since the 1930s 		so every reunion we would entertain ourselves. We didn't have to go out and book 		talent, it was who's signing up to be on the talent show.
Robert: 	From the family?
Lady J: 	From the family 
Robert: 	Wow!
Lady J: 	Yes. So I was always performing on the talent shows and around the city so I've 		just always done music.
Robert: 	That's incredible.
Lady J: 	Thank you
Robert: 	That's incredible. I think about those families and I'm glad to hear that you know 		people don't talk about that enough, I remember being you know at home and my 		brother and this is in the early 70s late 60s. My brother was doing variety shows 		in the home just for the family, he was a comedian. 
Lady J: 	Mmh
Robert: 	And he would put me in the show and I'm probably five or six or seven and we 		had to perform and everybody in the family coz they're eight of us
Lady J: 	Mmh
Robert: 	Had an act and we put it all together kind of like the Flip Wilson Show
[Chuckles]
Robert: 	But to hear you but that was just at home, and we were just playing.
Lady J: 	Okay 
Robert: 	We were playing, and I think I'm probably the only one out of that branch that 		continued in music professionally, but it seems that your entire family is just an 		entire group of talented people.
Lady: 		Yes, yes, I come from a lot of great singers mostly and I was the only one I think 		that I can recall to start with an instrument but I do have some other relatives later 		on that did instruments, but my grandmother was a singer. She sang in the choir 
Robert: 	Wow!
Lady J: 	She had a very deep voice my auntie sings like Bass.
Robert: 	Do you sing deep?
Lady J:		I do 
Robert: 	Mmh
Lady J: 	And it's getting deeper every year. Sorry band members
[Laughter]
Robert: 	Oh you having to change the keys?
Lady J:		I have to keep having to change the keys. 
Robert : 	Okay 
[Laughter]
Robert:	Okay and they're getting frustrated.
Lady J: 	They are and then my main bass player, bandmate Frank Dunbar
Robert: 	Mhh.
Lady J: 	He'll say, ‘Oh she's gonna to change the key, did you hear it? get that key.’ I say, 		“Will you stop messing with me and my keys.” 
Robert: 	Right, right. 
Lady J: 	I can't help it’s, that's what happens 
Robert: 	Would you say that your mother and your grandmother were your music 			influences? Because a lot of people that we interview on the show and we talk 		they talk about oh I was influenced by Donny Hathaway, I was influenced by 		Aretha Franklin, but it sounds like with you 
Lady J: 	Right right. In the family 
Robert: 	Yeah
Lady J: 	Because like I said those talent shows. I have a cousin in Chicago, Kathy 				Townsend
Robert: 	Mmh
Lady J: 	She is phenomenal, and I would just awe when she sang and she's still singing 		today. And, I have cousins that I still am crazy about and we you know I’ll have 		them on my shows and things like that.
Robert: 	That's interesting. I find that very interesting when you share that story 		I think about Whitney Huston.
Lady J: 	Mmh
Robert: 	And I think about how her mother was a singer.
Lady J: 	That’s right. 
Robert: 	And when you hear her sing you hear her mother's voice. 
Lady J: 	Yes.
Robert: 	Do you hear your mother and your grandmother's voice when you sing?
Lady J: 	Absolutely. 
Robert: 	What's that like for you to hear their voice and I imagine that they're up in heaven 		singing.
Lady J: 	Oh, absolutely yes
Robert: 	Yeah. So is my mom is in heaven too. She’s 
Lady J: 	Okay 
Robert: 	She's up there doing some, she's doing hair. 
[Laughter]
Robert: 	My mother's probably doing your mom and grandmother's hair right now for the 		show 
Lady J: 	Yes 
Robert: 	And their makeup. 
Lady J: 	They are together.
Robert: 	And nails and stuff. 
Robert: 	So, what is that like to hear their voices and have them to be with you present on 		stage when you're performing with this trumpet?
Lady J: 	Mmh
Robert: 	And the legacy of that teacher who inspired you. You have all of this around you. 		What is that like? And do you always recognize that?
Lady J: 	Oh, I can't help but to, like when I sing ‘Stormy Monday’, I'm doing a version that 		my mom did. 
Robert: 	Wooow! 
Lady J: 	And I'm actually completing an album, we just pretty much finished recording an 		album I'm doing two of her songs. One that she wrote. 
Robert: 	Woooow
Lady J: 	Yes
Robert: 	What's the title what's the title? 
Lady J: 	Oh okay. 
Robert: 	Okay
Lady J: 	500 Pounds of Good Gizzay.
Robert: 	Whooooooo
[Laughter]
Robert: 	What is that? I like that title already.
Lady J: 	Yes, it's a hot hot hot number so when she did it in the clubs 
Robert: 	500 pounds Good Gizzay
Lady J: 	Now yeah because when she did it in the clubs, she used a different word. I didn't 		wanna to go explicit 
Robert: 	Okay, okay 
Lady J: 	Okay. I wanted to be on regular radio 
Robert: 	Okay
Lady J: 	So I have to I have to change that word. Okay
Robert: 	Yeah yeah yeah we love it though
Lady J: 	But she would do that song and it was a showstopper.   
Robert: 	Yeeaaah 
Lady J: 	And she would get some man, innocent man to come on stage and sit and she'll 		sing that song to him and the crowd went into a roar, so.
Robert: 	Your mother, I mean as you're sharing this story, I see scenes of her in the club 		around the early 60s you say?
Lady J:		Well that's when she started.
Robert: 	That’s when she started
Lady J: 	You know making the scene but she was singing out forever she helped launch 		the careers and supported so many musicians like the Bozeman Twins
Robert: 	Yeah 
Lady J: 	They’d love her to pieces 
Robert: 	They're Legends 
Lady J: 	Yes, she was bringing them on stage when they were just started off 
Robert: 	Got it. Wow 
Lady J: 	9:04.	...............fabulous basses 
Robert: 	Yes absolutely.
Lady J: 	His first bass gig was on the show with my mother.
Robert: 	Wooow 
Lady J: 	Okay, so she helped launch many musicians' careers by having them play for her 
Robert: 	And you are the Legacy. You are continuing where she left off.
Lady J: 	Mmh.
Robert: 	And you're taking it to the next level.
Lady J: 	Yes, and that record that she charted
Robert: 	Yes 
Lady J: 	That's on my record
Robert: 	Wow.
Lady J: 	I decided to pay tribute to her with both of those songs
Robert: 	I love that, I love that.
Lady J: 	Thank you. 
Robert: 	Heaven is smiling down on you Lady J Huston 
[Chuckles]
Robert: 	And this is really exciting.
Lady J:		 Yes.
Robert: 	Now so, you start with Mom, you start following, you start learning but you begin 		to create your own path. 
Lady J: 	I did.
Robert: 	I mean, I think Mom kinda showed you the way. It seems like.
Lady J:		Oh yes.
Robert: 	But then it seems like your career began to become your career.
Lady J: 	 Well, yes even like in high school, I was voted most talented.
Robert: 	What high school was that here in Central High? 
Lady J: 	Central High School 
Robert: 	Central High School
Lady J: 	Yes 
Robert: 	I went to Central High School. 
Lady J: 	Oh which one? The music One, or the original one?
Robert: 	Well actually I don't know the original. I went to the one that's on Natural Bridge
Lady J: 	And Garrison?
Robert: 	Yes. 
Lady J: 	Heey. 
Robert: 	The same building 	
Lady J:		Redwings 
[Laughter]
Robert: 	Redwings. Okay good. Glad to hear that.
Lady J: 	That’s the original Central. 
Robert: 	Yes.
Lady J: 	And that's where I graduated. 
Robert: 	We moved over there in ‘72. My family did.
Lady J: 	Oohh.
Robert: 	Yeah.
Lady J: 	Okay.
Robert: 	And then white flight took on once we moved. When we moved, it was pretty 		much a white neighborhood 
Lady J: 	Yes it was.
Robert: 	You remember that?
Lady J: 	So we were around the same time living over there.
Robert: 	Around the same time. They, everybody moved out and
Lady J: 	Yes but we were the 10:46........ ain’t that something?
Robert: 	Yeah. 
Lady J: 	A little three-story building homes
Robert: 	Yeah
Lady J: 	With full basement 
Robert: 	Yes 
Lady J: 	Butler pantries
Robert: 	Yes 
[Laughter]
Robert: 	Yes, yes, yes. 
Lady J:		Okay
Robert: 	So you're at Central High School and that's where you take off?
Lady J: 	 No. it's really, I was just in everything already.
Robert: 	Mmh.
Lady J: 	From well see I was already performing in clubs. 
Robert: 	In high school?
Lady J: 	In grade school.
Robert: 	In grade school. Right, right
Robert:  	So you were already seasoned?
Lady J: 	I was 12 years old and a dance troupe, they put us with wigs on.
Robert: 	Okay.
Lady J: 	And go-go boots and full makeup and I look like I'm much older but that's one of 		the things I did and my auntie who I'm named after, the J is for Joyce.
Robert: 	Okay.
Lady J: 	She was a comedian and that's my mom's twin so Loyce and Joyce. So, we had a 		Trio group.
Robert: 	Mmh.
Lady J: 	I would dance, my aunt told dirty jokes. 
[Chuckles]
Lady J: 	And then my mama would sing.
Robert: 	In the spirit like I'm a red fox 
Lady J: 	Yes mom's .............11:48.
Robert: 	Mom’s …..11:49
Lady J: 	Yeah and that whole Spirit.
Robert: 	Right 
Lady J: 	So my mom produced her own shows, sold her own tickets and things. So I was 		already doing that.
Robert: 	When and how do you begin creating your own path?
Lady J: 	I had to get out of St Louis.
Robert: 	Okay.
Lady J: 	Because
[Chuckles]
Robert: 	Because
Lady J: 	It was too much of mama you know.
Robert: 	Too much of her shadow.
Lady J: 	Yes yes.
Robert: 	Yeah.
Lady J: 	So I needed to make my own statement.
Robert: 	Where did you go?
Lady J: 	Well, first I accepted the scholarship, music theory and composition I majored in 		at the University of Kansas. And then I took a break because actually I was going 		to college while I was in high school.
Robert: 	Mmh.
Lady J: 	And I graduated valedictorian there.
Robert: 	Congratulations.
Lady J: 	Thank you. So I took a pause, I got a call to go and tour with Albert King, blues 		legend.
Robert: 	I saw that, I saw that.
Lady J: 	Yes. so, I was 18 years old on the road.
Robert: 	What was that like touring with Albert King?
Lady J: 	[Chuckles] And I was a little nervous about it but I had an adventurous spirit.
Robert:  	Mmh.
[bookmark: _Int_KQJg00mg]Lady J: 	And you know, I talked to my mom of course and she said yes. But years years 		later the bass player I have, I mentioned before Frank Dunbar, he was in the band. Robert: 	And you still have him now?
Lady J: 	Yes
Robert: 	Okay.
Lady J: 	Yes. He played with my mom while I was living in Las Vegas so he's part of the 		family. 13:06..........
Robert: 	Wooow.
Lady J: 	But he told me just like a year ago that my mom made him look out for me that was 		his job to look after me while I was out there.
Robert: 	Gladys Knight tells the story that I think her family sent the Pips with her on the 		road because and maybe an aunt or somebody but they were all to look after her 		and make sure she was okay because she was younger than those guys.
Lady J: 	Oh yeah, she was really young.
Robert: 	Yes, she was very young. so yeah so you had a chaperone to make sure you didn't 		get.
Lady J: 	I didn't know though.
Robert: 	You didn't know?
Lady J: 	No, but you know we have to share rooms and
Robert: 	Did you stay out of trouble?
Lady J: 	No 
Robert: 	No, you got into some trouble?
Lady J: 	All kinds
Robert: 	Okay
Robert: 	Yes. They weren't doing a great job.
Lady J: 	Well, I look good on the surface.
[Laughter]
Robert: 	And you survived.
Lady J: 	Oh yes yeah I live to tell the tale. So but when we first started you know you 		double up on the hotel room so Frank was always my roommate and one of the 		funniest stories is I would get up and make the bed and he said you don't have to 		do that here where you know they come clean the rooms and make the beds for 		you I was like, ‘Oh okay.’ You know. So yeah but going on the road I didn't meet 		Albert until he came to pick me up to hit onto Kansas City.
Robert: 	And what was he like?
Lady J: 	He big man, tough man, but he had a sweet side to him as well but he didn't play 		around with people he was very serious about his music and a lot of musicians 		flowed through.
Robert: 	Eric Gales was on this stage a few months ago here at National Blues Museum.
Lady J: 	Right.
Robert: 	And he did one of Albert. I think he did a tribute.
Lady J: 	That was a tribute to him.
Robert: 	Were you there?
Lady J: 	No I was out of town.
Robert: 	Oh, you were out of town?
Lady J: 	Yes, yes
Robert: 	It was an incredible tribute.
Lady J: 	I’ll play the blues for you. 
Robert: 	I'll play the blues for you.
Lady J: 	Yeah that was one of his biggest hits.
Robert: 	That's my favorite Albert King song
Lady J: 	Yes
Robert: 	And it's amazing, yeah. 
Lady J: 	Well I'm doing a tribute to him as well on my album. I'm doing his hit “Born on 		The Bad Side.”
Robert: 	Oh yeah yeah yeah I know that too.
Lady J: 	Yes.
Robert: 	And who else who better than to do that than you. I mean you rode with this man 		in the car you toured with him.
Lady J: 	Yes.
Robert: 	You worked side by side with Albert King
Lady J: 	Right and I've got Frank on bass.
Robert: 	And you've got Frank on bass.
Lady J: 	Yeah.
Robert: 	So it’s tradition. There's a lot of tradition in what I'm hearing from you.
Lady J: 	Yes.
Robert: 	And a lot of family, and a lot of loyalty. What does all of that mean to you and 		why and how important is that?
Lady J: 	Well,lit's extremely important. One of my other passions is genealogy and family 		history
Robert: 	Mmh.
Lady J: 	And I believe in preserving our history and sharing the history so that the next 		generation will know where we've come from. So that is why I want people to 		know about my mother, I want people to continue to know about Albert King. I 		have my own tribute show to Albert King. It's called the Albert King Alumni 		Tribute Show and we debuted that at the Missouri History Museum.
Robert: 	Wow.
Lady J: 	And we did that show with the music at the Intersection Festival 
Robert: 	Music and Intersection is for those of you guys that are listening it's just this is 		incredible music festival that we have here in St. Louis and you performed at that
Festival?
Lady J: 	Yes with my group.
Robert: 	With your group.
Lady J: 	Yes.
Robert: 	 I was there and I think we were being pulled in so many directions I'm not sure 		if I caught that one. There was another iconic blues.
Lady J: 	Buddy Guy was there.
Robert: 	Buddy Guy.
Lady J: 	And Gary Clark Jr.
Robert: 	Gary Clark Jr. You've worked with which one of those guys? Both?
Lady J: 	I have not worked with either but I have played at Buddy Guy’s Club.
Robert: 	His Club. Okay Guy
Lady J: 	In Chicago
Robert: 	In Chicago 
Lady J: 	Yes
Robert: 	What's that like?
Lady J: 	Well, it's just, it's a legacy to be there and I was hoping I would get lucky he 		would be in town at that time but he wasn't. But I
Robert: 	His loss.
Lady J: 	Yeah.
[Laughter] 
Lady J: 	I was, I didn't know it at the time but one of the gentlemen, helping me with 		the sound and I was you know having some fun rapport with him and at the end of 		the night I go in and give him a tip he says, ‘You don't know who I am do you?’ I 		said, ‘No.’ He says, “I can't accept that tip.’ He says, ‘I'm Buddy Guy's son.’ I'm 		like, ‘Oh.’
[Laughter]
Robert: 	And he remembered you?
Lady J: 	Yes.
Robert: 	Okay
Lady J: 	Well, no no no no 
Robert: 	He just.
Lady J 		He was there at the night I was performing helping with the sound.
Robert: 	Mmh.
Lady J: 	I'm thinking I'm tipping a side guy.
Robert: 	Right, okay 
Lady J: 	That was the owner or the co-owner
Robert: 	Got it, got it
Robert: 	You didn’t know.
Lady J: 	I didn’t know. And then I was shocked when I was there the deputy director of 		this facility in The National Blue Museum came up to the tip jar and put some 		money in and that was 18:00 Aaron I was like Aaron...... my goodness I didn't 		know she was coming to Chicago to catch our show.
Robert: 	That's wonderful.
Lady J: 	 She came all the way out of Chicago
Robert: 	I mean well that's a testament I mean you. Do you consider yourself a legend? 
Lady J: 	I never say that to myself but I hear that said to me.
[Laughter]
Robert: 	Yeah. Well I want you to accept that.
Lady J: 	Awwww.
Robert: 	I want you to get it. I mean the stories that you have, the legacy of your mother, 		and your family, and how you bridge and bring that to us and those of us that may 		not know all of those stories you're preserving the legacy of your family and so 		many other blues artists. What other artists have you worked with?
Lady J: 	Well I did well I guess he called me on stage okay, with Dizzy Gillespie.
Robert: 	What was that like?
Lady J: 	That was wild. Because actually I was living in Washington DC I went to Howard 		University.
Robert: 	Oh wow.
Lady J: 	Okay. After Albert King stint, I took a scholarship there.
Robert: 	Mmh.
Lady J: 	I met Dizzy Gillespie first at the University of Kansas and has a majority of 		white students.
Robert: 	Mmh.
Lady J: 	But he spotted my spot.
[Laughter]
Lady J: 	He said. You, I want you 
Robert: 	He saw that brown skin
Lady J: 	Yeah he saw that skin. He said I want you to join us on the tour of the campus 
Robert: 	Wow
Lady J: 	And I was so excited to be you know hanging around with him and then when I 		moved to DC several years later, he didn't remember me but some of his band 		members did 
Robert: 	Did, okay 
Lady J: 	So he was playing the blue note and he says come on you know yes come on hang 		with us again.
Robert: 	So you played the blue note with Dizzy Gillespie?
Lady J: 	He called me on stage but, I actually have an old cassette
Robert: 	Oh wow!
Lady J: 	 I am gonna put out one day.
Robert: 	Yeah
Lady J: 	But he forgot my first name, and the room is packed. He said, ladies and 			gentlemen please welcome to the stage Thelma Houston.
[Laughter]
Lady J: 	And the audience went ‘Yeeiiiiii’
Robert: 	You didn’t come out singing ‘Don’t leave me this way?’
Lady J: 	No, I didn’t. And I came out and he says, ‘Aaah,’ and like ‘Eeeeh’ ‘Mmh,’ 
Robert: 	Mmh.
Lady J: 	‘That doesn’t look like Thelma Houston.’
Robert: 	That’s Lady J Huston
Lady J: 	Yes, yes. So I corrected the name and we went on to do a misty.
Robert: 	Mmh, I love that tune 
Lady J: 	Yes. 
Robert: 	I love that tune. 
Lady J: 	Yes
Robert: 	We do it, we do misty, we do it as a shuffle, as a blues shuffle
Lady J: 	Oh Shuffle okay. 
Robert: 	Yeah
Lady J: 	I love doing it as a shuffle but actually my rendition I do multiple versions it's like 		a Ballard form
Robert: 	Ooooh
Lady J: 	Then I go to shuffle form and then
Robert: 	I can't wait to hear that 
Lady J: 	20:27.........I just and so it's not an easy arrangement for musicians so you know 
Robert: 	I'd love to hear that
Lady J: 	I like that
Robert: 	I love to hear that 
Lady J: 	Yes. So that was that was a major treat Freddie Hubbard
Robert: 	Mmh.
Lady J: 	I got with him and he called me up on his stage and
Robert: 	Bobby Bland I think I saw that
Lady J: 	Bobby Bland, I opened for Bobby Bland 
Robert: 	What was that like? 
Lady J: 	That one, that one? 
Robert: 	And was this in Memphis?
[Laughter]
Robert: 	Okay you got something, I know you got a story
Lady J: 	Yeah 
[Laughter] 	
Robert: 	You know you've got to write a book. Have you started?
Lady J: 	I’ve heard that before 
Robert: 	And you’re hearing it again
Lady J: 	Okay
Robert: 	You are hearing it again. These stories that you share you're keeping this alive, 		and I don't wanna to cut you off, you're keeping these stories alive in the music.
Lady J: 	Yes
Robert: 	But I think we should have it in print as well to go with that music because
Lady J: 	Yeah
Robert: 	This is this is a part of culture this is a part of our culture and we've got to 			have it, we’ve gotta have it
Lady J: 	Well that's why I love this Museum.
Robert: 	Yeah
Lady J: 	Because when I first walked in here
Robert: 	Yeah
Lady J: 	And I saw the mural and all the people I felt at home.
Robert: 	 Yes.
Lady J: 	I met Muddy Waters, I met Johnny hooker,
Robert: 	Absolutley.
Lady J: 	You know I was on shows with these people and BB King and things 
Robert: 	When we started setting up we I wanted to film our I wanted to film in the 				museum with that as a backdrop
Lady J: 	Yes
Robert: 	Because I think that people the museum is just beautiful.
Lady J: 	It is so beautiful.
Robert: 	And for technological reasons we weren't able to do that.
Lady J: 	Okay
Robert: 	But it's just a beautiful it's the imagery of this Museum
Lady J: 	Mmh.
Robert: 	And what it offers is you can feel
Lady J: 	I feel it
Robert: 	You can feel the heartbeat of it
Lady J: 	Yes
Lady J: 	I just love it here.
Robert: 	Yeah. Absolutely.
Lady J: 	So now the Bobby ‘Blue’ Bland
Robert: 	Yes
Lady J: 	I'll try to keep this as PG as possible
Robert: 	Okay
Lady J: 	Okay 
Robert: 	Because he's my favorite of all 
LadyJ: 		Oh he's he is 
Robert: 	Of all the 
Lady J: 	All the blues singers
Robert: 	Yes
Lady J: 	Yes he’s, do you do that Hawking thing?
Robert: 	Thing, I don't do it.
Lady J: 	Okay
Robert: 	Who can do that? no one can do that.
Lady J: 	Okay
Robert: 	But him I love to listen to him
Lady J: 	Oh, okay
Robert: 	I think I think that he's an incredible singer.
Lady J: 	He is 
Robert: 	I think his voice is 
Lady J: 	Yes, Yeah right
Robert: 	It moves me, it moves me.
Robert: 	Yeah
Lady J: 	Alright. So many of the blues artists had you know issues with addictions.
Robert: 	Okay
Lady J: 	Okay so.
Robert: 	They really had the blues 
Lady J: 	Yeah. they really had it and so Bobby struggled with that.
Robert: 	I didn't I never heard that I didn't know
Lady J: 	Oh well I happened to see it.
Robert: 	Okay
Lady J:		Okay 
Robert: 	Wow so you've got to write this book 
[Laughter]
Lady J: 	So this is what happened, we had just opened the show and now it was time for 		Bobby to come on. The room is packed it was The Cotton Club in Las Vegas that 		no longer exists. 
Robert: 	Mmh.
Lady J: 	So we were like one of the last bands to play at the then Cotton Club and his 		bodyguard and him are walking towards the stage and they are about to step onto 		the stage. The Bodyguard puts his hands out hand out like that.
Robert: 	Oh wow
Lady J: 	Right in front of the audience.
Robert: 	Whoa.
Lady J: 	Yes 
Robert: 	A little pick me up 
Lady J: 	Yeah
[Laughter]
Robert: 	Just a little pick me up
Lady J: 	Yes. I was like I couldn't believe he did that and he could have done it in the 		dressing room but he got right up on the stage 
[Laughter] 
Lady J: 	So I said okay but
Robert: 	What was the show like?
Lady J: 	Oh, just way out fantastic
Robert: 	Wow
Lady J: 	But  another story I have with Bobby Bland when we were, a lot of times with the 		Albert King we did a show, BB Bobby and Albert we did a lot of those
Robert: 	Wow 
Lady J: 	So you know Albert had this bus, Bobby had his bus, you know BB had his bus, 		so I decided let me go on Bobby's bus I got one of the music come on hang out 		with us. Now Albert King he didn't play with smoking, drugs none of that if I was 		gonna go on the road with a Blues artist that was the right one to go with, because 		he was very now if you find that you're drinking and drunk or whatever he fired 		you he 	didn't play any of that. 
Robert: 	Very good
Lady J; 	Well that was a different experience on Bobby's bus I walk on the bus puff 		shuuu you know. It’s a cloud
Robert: 	It's a party, it's a party 
Lady J: 	It's a cloud of this 
Robert: 	Anything goes
Lady J; 	Yeah everything could happen I was like wow this is you know interesting then 		Albert they saw him come in and he told me get off the bus
Robert: 	Oh wow 
Lady J: 	Yeah.
Robert: 	How did you stay away from all of that? I mean you know
Lady J: 	Well like I said it was easy being with him
Robert: 	Mmh
Lady J; 	And then just in general
Robert: 	Yeah 
Lady J: 	I never liked drinking, for sure 
Robert: 	Right 
Lady J: 	That I don't I didn't understand the attraction to that because I didn't feel good 		with that
Robert: 	Mmh
Lady J: 	But I I've never been an addict to anything I did do some other smoke okay
Robert: 	Yeah, yeah
Lady J: 	I guess that's but then that was like Ugh I don't like that either 
[Laughter]
Lady J: 	You know but, so I'm very you know straight don't mess with nothing you know. 		That’s it.
Robert: 	How do you how have you grown and evolved as an artist? I mean you've started 		like as a little girl
Lady J: 	A little girl, yes
Robert: 	And you made your way after high school when you moved away you found your 		own lane and you created a name for yourself 
Lady J: 	Yeah.
Robert: 	That was that was not your mom's name 
Lady J: 	Right
Robert: 	And now and you've toured and you've worked with all of these iconic Blues 		musicians and you're considered a legend yourself and now where how do 	you 		think you've grown and evolved now when you hit a stage now what's different 		about you over the years now?
Lady J: 	Well the growing never ends 
Robert: 	The growing never ends 
Lady J: 	Never ends 
Robert: 	Right
Lady J: 	Unfortunately I still have to practice [Laughter]
Robert: 	You don't, you said that with a look on your face like you don't like it?
Lady J: 	You know this instrument here
Robert: 	Mmh. 
Lady J: 	Is unforgiving if you don't play this regularly almost like every day your 			embouchure goes away.
Robert: 	Mmh
Lady J; 	It's not like the piano you know you can you know take a few days of break and 		still get there and play it, this thing it's not like that
Robert: 	You play it every day?
Lady J: 	I have to, and if I don't I'm punished by it, it won't love me back.
Robert: 	You're very dedicated and you're very committed to this.
Lady J: 	Yes. so I like I moved to Las Vegas, and I'd lived there for 25 years.
Robert: 	What was that like?
Lady J: 	I loved it and 
Robert: 	And you performed
Lady J: 	I performed and because of the African connection I sat in at this club and he says 		do you have a band we want you to start playing here it's called The Sand Dollar 		Lounge the number one Blues Club there and I had not been really doing a blues 		show I've been doing R&B and you know classic soul and some jazz so he says 		here's a list of musicians get your blues band together and start working here so 		that's how that started
Robert: 	And you did that for 25 years?
Lady J: 	No no I didn't do the Blues 
Robert: 	Okay
Lady J: 	For 25 years because I was doing other music first
Robert: 	Okay okay 
Lady J: 	Then I started doing the blues and then around 2009 I started winning best blues 		band Awards, best blues performer, then they started calling me the Las Vegas 		Queen of the Blues 
Robert: 	Wow 
Lady J: 	Because I just won year, after year, after year 
Robert: 	Congratulations
Lady J: 	Thank you 
Robert: 	Yeah, yeah
Lady J: 	So we playing all the showrooms festivals big you know concert Halls it was 		just a lot of beautiful places to play in Las Vegas so
Robert: 	How'd you get back home?
Lady J: 	Back home
Robert: 	I mean 
Lady J: 	Yes
Robert: 	You go off to Las Vegas, you kind of shift gears, you get this great opportunity, 		and when you get this great opportunity you just Skyrocket and then you're 		awarded I mean you become the queen in Las Vegas, and then you come 			back home
Lady J:		Then I come back 
Robert: 	Yeah 
Lady J: 	Yeah, I felt like I was going backwards. I became very ill I have like Sjogren's 		syndrome, fibromyalgia I have some like autoimmune issues at and one time I 		was diagnosed incorrectly though with lupus, and I became the spokesperson for 		the lupus chapter in Las Vegas
[Laughter]
Lady J: 	And I ended up on ABC World News Tonight with Diane Sawyer they did a 		whole segment about me and how to you know help people get medical billing so 		I one of my advocacies is like health patients. 
Robert: 	Do you continue to do that now?
Lady J: 	I do I do 
Robert: 	Very good 
Lady J: 	Matter of fact when Covid hit I started my own Facebook group called “Black 		Corona Lives Matter” 
Robert: 	The Black
Lady J; 	“Black Corona Lives Matter” 
Robert: 	Wow
Lady J: 	I wrote a song because of the Blues Museum called “Corona You Make me Sick” Robert: 	Okay yeah I'm familiar 
Lady J: 	Okay and it won the first place prize here and I did you know 29:08.........with 		emergency hospitals, I was on CBS News you know trying to advocate for 		especially the black community to become you know cognizant of what was 		going on and not take it lightly 
Robert: 	So you used this platform not to only bring us music but you use this platform to 		bring some awareness for our health as well 
Lady J: 	Yes, yeah you use me you know if you need to and so then I started having what 		they call tonic clonic seizures around 2013 and they didn't know what was you 		know what they call the etiology behind it I couldn't balance the checkbook, I 		couldn't do anything and my mom kept going back and forth to care for me and 		the doctors thought my end was there so they said you need to go back home and 		get your papers in order and prepare for the end 
Robert: 	Mmh and so that's what brought you home?
Lady J:		That’s what brought me home
Robert: 	When you got here, I mean with the Trumpet
Lady J: 	I know I had five years of nothing happening
Robert: 	Oh wow
Lady J: 	Pretty much nothing I could barely walk I could do barely do anything and so 		Washington University Barnes, their medical system here was much better than 		Las Vegas. They started me on the path of recovery and then I met a man Dr 		Matthew Flory with functional medicine we started the holistic approach and then 		we started finding allergies and sensitivities to environmental all kinds of things 		and you know foods and once I started shifting those things out and picking up 		supplements and things and then I started getting better and I debuted my show 		my first band here at the National Blues Museum
Robert: 	Congratulations congratulations 
Lady J: 	That was in 2018. that's when I started back on the full stage.
Robert: 	Speaking of National Blues Museum again I hear that you are on the lineup for 		the tribute series that's coming up tell me about that.
Lady J: 	I am. Well I'm excited I was asked did I do any tributes and I named a few 			and I included Billie Holiday in that list of few and they said let's do that one I 		said 
Robert: 	Why Billy Holiday for you?
Lady J: 	Well, I have a lot of respect for Billy Holliday's struggle she was an innovator she 		changed the phrasing and things of how jazz music flows and she still also had 		some blues in her as well And people ask me like what is the Lady J come 			from well the J is for Joyce but 
Robert: 	The Lady 
Lady J: 	The Lady J rhymes with Lady Day
Robert: 	Oh, I got it
Lady J: 	And that's where I'm wearing this rose 
Robert: 	I saw that, beautiful
Lady J: 	Most times I have a rose in my hair and that's my tribute to Billy 				Holiday as well 
Robert: 	I saw that I recognize my mother used to do the same thing she would wear a rose 		a flower on her hair it is beautiful you will be honoring us right here at National 		Blues Museum 
Lady J: 	Yes, I will
Robert: 	The music of  
Lady J: 	Billy Holiday 
Robert: 	The incorporable Billy Holiday
Lady J: 	Mmh 
Robert: 	What do you, what should we expect and what do you want people to walk away 		from with this after this show, I'm gonna be in that room 
Lady J: 	Oh wonderfull 
Robert: 	So I'm a huge Billy Holiday fan 
Lady J: 	Okay
Robert: 	Absolutely, absolutely 
Lady J: 	well by me being also a historian my show is not going to be just all straight 		performance I'm going to integrate her story I'm going to talk about you know the 		struggle that she went through, how she you know got signed
Robert: 	Mmh
Lady J: 	You know to the 32:42........record labels and things and how she was an activist a 		lot of people aren't aware of her activism and that song Strange Fruit 
Robert: 	Yes that song ended up like ruining her career, but she would never stop doing it 		even though she was like you know they were after her to stop doing it 
Robert: 	Yeah 
Lady J: 	You know and she just wouldn't so she just that was her way of fighting for 		people rights 
Robert: 	Through music
Lady J: 	Yeah and so 
Robert: 	And I think you I see that in you I see you fighting with this music sharing and 		preserving the legacy of your mother, the legacy of music that your family 		brought to St Louis, the accolades that you earned in Las Vegas coming back to 		St. Louis, sharing your story and your healing, your journey of healing 
Lady J: 	Yes
Robert: 	And sharing that with others so that they can have that information and now back 		at National Blues Museum 
Lady J: 	Yeah
Robert: 	As the queen of Blues honoring Lady Day Lady J Huston 
Lady J: 	Right [Laughter] 
Robert: 	I cannot wait for this show. Let everybody know where they can follow you		I mean you have so much we can't get all of your story in this time that's why you 		must write a book 
Lady J: 	Okay 
Robert: 	But let everybody know where they can follow you where they can get see clips 		of you listen to your music where we can anticipate the new project that you're 		working on 
Lady J: 	Yes, yes
Robert: 	And when you get this information send her messages and tell her to write the 		book .
Lady J; 	Okay [Laughter]
Robert: 	Write the book 
Lady J: 	Yes yes I respond to my social media everybody knows I do on all social media 		very simply Lady J Huston l-a-d-y-j-h-u-s-t-o-n 
Robert: 	T-o-n
Lady J: 	You just type that you Google it you'll see tons and tons of materials 
Robert: 	Well cause you are a legend, I mean, my god
Lady J: 	You're tickling me. I have a website which is ladyjHuston.com 
Robert: 	ladyjhuston.com 
Lady J: 	I have branded the Lady J Huston name so all you do is type that in and you 		know just stay in touch my email is info@ladyjhuston. 
Robert: 	Can they book you? If they've got enough money
Lady J: 	I work with people, I work with people, I work with people 
Robert: 	Well you've got to come when you come come correct this is a legend guys this is 		the National Blues Museum this is Barrelhouse Legends with the legendary Lady 		J Huston please check out her website, check out her music check out her story, 		and come check her out at National Blues Museum honoring Lady Day 				Anything else you want to say before we get out of here?
Lady J: 	Well I just released ‘Oh Holy Night’ for Christmas 
Robert: 	Oh wow
Lady J; 	And I just uploaded the video for that as well 
Robert: 	Is that on YouTube? 
Lady J: 	It's on YouTube 
Robert: 	Okay
Lady J: 	As of today 
Robert: 	So we're going to type in Lady J Huston 
Lady J: 	Oh Holy Night
Robert: 	Oh Holy Night
Robert: 	I think I'm gonna do that in the car on the way out 
Lady J: 	And you're gonna hear my mama cause I is way low 
Robert: 	Okay you're gonna hear your mama 
Lady J: 	you're gonna hear the bottom [high pitched sound]
Robert: 	Okay
Lady J: 	And I go all the way up I have like a four and a half octave range so like this so 		you'll hear all of that 
Robert: 	That's Lady J Huston y’all
Lady J: 	[Laughter]
Robert: 	Thank you for being here 
Lady J: 	Thank you so much 
Robert: 	You are beautiful, you are a legend
Lady J: 	Awww
Robert: 	You are the Legacy. It is an honor to be here with you and I really mean that
Lady J: 	Awww. I appreciate you so much Robert
Robert: 	Thank you, thank you
Lady J: 	And you keep up doing what you are doing 
Robert: 	I'm trying 
Lady J: 	Keeping that flow going know you and that beautiful beard and everything you 		got going on.
Robert: 	Keep me in your prayers 
Lady J: 	Alright 
Robert: 	Lady Jay Huston y'all 
Lady J: 	Okay, thank you
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